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Inside News:

AGM 2018 Report

new executive

Anzac Day 2018 Arrangements
Welfare reports

February River Cruise

vale John Simmons
Editorial:
I’m beginning to feel a little bit like Rip Van Winkel as I woke this morning and realized that it is
March already and what have I achieved? Well here goes, my first big achievement for 2018—to
compile and complete this newsletter. There’s lots of exciting events and much to report regarding
happenings since our last newsletter in early December. I will endeavour to give you as much information as I can on the headline events above., and a few good stories and amusing trivia.
I’m always looking for good local stories so if you know a good one that you would like to share
pass it on and we’ll put it in our newsletter.
This year 2018 is the Centenary of WW1 Armistice., and once again can I ask you if you are aware
of some good stories from that era please let me know.

John Diprose, Editor

President: Tricia Geelan Secretary: Jo Dyce Treasurer: Tom Hobday Vice Pres: Peter Watts

Greetings fellow Sub Branch Members
from the new Sub Branch President
Welcome to our 1st newsletter for 2018
As most of you would be aware we held
our AGM on February 4th and have
elected a new committee, I would like to
welcome very much
Deputy President Peter Watts, Secretary
Jo Dyce and Treasurer Tom Hobday. And
introduce myself as your new President.
I would like to say a very big Thankyou
to our outgoing President Ian Whisker for
all of his hard work during his term and
look forward to his helping hand and
continuing work with him.
For those who don’t know me I am exMilitary from the Navy and have been a
part of our Sub Branch since moving
here 3 years ago and an active member of
our Welfare team for the last 12 months,
which I will still be continuing with our
wonderful welfare team.
I look forward to the year ahead, meeting
our members and working with you all.
Plan to be at our next Sub Branch meeting 4pm on Thursday 15 March.
Looking forward what we will achieve for
all our members in the year ahead.
Tricia Geelan President

From Ian Whisker, Past President
It has been a pleasure to have served the Sub Branch members and veterans over the past three years and I thank all
the members who have supported me and worked so hard
in carrying out the objects of the RSL.
Over the past three years the Sub Branch has grown in
membership and our growth is greater than any other Sub
Branch in the Wide Bay Burnett District. Financially we
are stronger and better able to support veterans and their
families
The welfare team continues to do outstanding work. Calling veterans and widows every week to check on their welfare; making aged care home and hospital visits; supporting aging veterans and widows in need of care; providing
transport for specialist and other medical appointments;
arranging shopping trips and transport to bingo; and
providing excursions to reduce social isolation. These welfare efforts involve many Sub Branch members, and many
volunteer hours every week.
Our remembrance and commemoration activities increased
during the past three years with the arranging of the 2015
100th Anniversary Troop Train to stop and visit Cooroy,
and our commemoration of the 100th anniversary of the
Gallipoli landing with a record attendance at the Dawn
Service. In 2016 we remembered all those who served in
Vietnam with the eleven-day exhibition in Maple Street to
commemorate the 50th Anniversary of the Battle of Long
Tan.
This year we have applied to the Department of Veteran
Affairs for a grant to mount an exhibition to commemorate
Australia’s involvement in World War One and to commemorate the Armistice. The plan is to hold the exhibition
from 1st to 11th November in the Cooroy Memorial Hall
and to culminate with a Remembrance Day Service, 100
years after the end of the war. Planning, preparation, and
executing this exhibition will require hundreds of volunteer hours so I will be glad to hear from any Sub Branch
member who would like to help.
Ian Whisker Outgoing President

2018 MEMBERSHIP FEES ARE NOW OVERDUE
If you haven't paid by now you are at risk of losing your membership. This
means you will then need to re-apply with all the hassle of proving your service and presenting your records.
This ruling comes through from RSL State Branch
DO IT NOW !

Tribute to our good mate John Simmons
On 7th January 2018 we lost a good mate and tireless worker for the RSL . John’s life began at Milmerran on the Darling Downs on 10th January 1945. He was educated on the
Downs and at the age of 16 enlisted in the Royal Australian Navy as an apprentice shipwright on HMAS “Nirimba”. He later attended an officers course in the UK and amongst
other postings served on HMAS “Sydney” engaging in thirteen trips to Vietnam delivering
troops and equipment .
John served as a full time member of the RAN for 25 years, rising to the rank of Lt
Commander and on discharge was engaged as a reservist for a further 23 years until
retirement 31.12.2008. John joined the RSL in 1966 as a full Sub-Branch member at
Wentworthville Sub -Branch in Sydney. Later when he moved to the Eastern suburbs
he was denied Sub-Branch membership at the Maroubra Sub-Branch because he was
a Vietnam veteran. He did not join the League again until 1987 when he was accepted at Rooty Hill Sub-Branch in Sydney. On moving to the Sunshine Coast in 2004, he
transferred his membership to Cooroy Pomona Sub-Branch .
John had extensive training in Welfare, Pensions, Advocacy, and Case Officer management. He attended a DVA Tribunal Advocacy course at the University of Canberra in
2010. In 2015 was appointed Wide Bay Burnett District PAWS Officer. He was awarded
Life Membership by RSL Queensland State Branch in 2016.
His expertise in fundraising, particularly in the area of grants, will be sorely missed. In
this area he was responsible for gaining access to the BEST Grants, covering costs of our
Welfare department. He was also responsible for gaining access to the DVA Community
Grant which enabled the Sub-Branch to purchase our 11 seater bus.
John was a member of the Cooroy RSL & Citizens Club Board for 9 years, 6 of which were as President. He also had significant involvement with Eden Rehabilitation Hospital in Cooroy as a Board member from 2008 –
2012 when it was sold. He was heavily involved in the ANZAC Troop train re-enactment and the successful
visit of the NZ Navy Band . John & Jackie have been involved in a number of community, sporting & Navy organisations. Their most significant contribution being 18 years before they came to Cooroy, fostering some of
the most damaged children within the Dept of Community Services system. We’ve listed only some of John’s
achievements . He will be sadly missed and so we say ….
“Farewell Old Mate, Farewell”
PENSIONS AND ADVOCACY
With the passing of John Simmons in January this year the Pensions and Advocacy work will be carried out
by Denis Thompson and Gary Manton. Denis and Gary have been doing disability claims since 2015 and are
familiar with applying the three Compensation ACTS.
Any Veterans that have injuries, diseases or illnesses that can be connected to their Defence Service are
encouraged to talk with either Denis or Gary and discuss options for making a Disability Claim for
compensation. Also, if you have an Accepted Disability that has worsened, then you may be eligible to
claim for Worsening and get an increase in your Disability Pension.
If your injuries, diseases or illnesses are connected to your Defence Service then you are entitled to be
compensated.
If you need assistance you can either phone reception at the Club on 54476131 and leave your details or
speak to the staff member at reception the next time you visit the Club.
Gary Manton, Pensions Advocate Level 3

Some trick ‘photography’brought everyone together on the day.
So be careful...on future events YOU may finish up
on top of the Eiffel Tower or some other strange
location.

Trivia question # 1: What is the most Eastern point In Australia?

Seniors’ Christmas Morning Tea
13 December

There is a blatant mistake in a photo
somewhere in this magazine.
Can you find it?

End of year PAWS picnic at Lake McDonald
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Ian Whisker
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Sue Thompson
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Welfare

Memorabilia/Property

March Centrefold
Interesting fact:
English was invented by people not computers, and it reflects the creativity of the human
race, which, of course, is not a race at all. That is why, when the stars are out, they are
visible, but when lights are out, they are invisible.
Trivia Questions:
# 2: True or False…..In 1900 Melbourne was three times the size of Beijing and Tokyo.
# 3: Which breed of horse features on the Carlton Draught label?

Sgt Ernest Diprose 2nd Light Horse Field Ambulance
Inventory of personal effects sent home, 26 December 1918. 1 Identity
disc. 1 muffler. 1 pr spurs. 1 pr mittens. 1 wristwatch (dmgd) & strap.
1 silver chain. 4 badges. 1 mirror. 1 silk hdk’f. 1 set chevrons.
1 bible. 1 camera & case. 1 razor. 1 book. 1 Turkish buckle.
1 pr scissors. 1 wallet contg 6 coins. Photos. 1 certificate.

Nephew John Diprose
commented “He was
SO young!” Ernest was
only 23.

Greg will be in the sub branch office on the first Monday afternoon of each month . Except public holidays
when he will be there on the following Monday.

If you’ve got photo & service record of a W W 1
relative you might like to send in a copy during this
Armistice Centenary year. & we will endeavour to
publish it in a future newsletter.

Gunner Alfred Ley : Aged 21 on enlistment. Wounded in action in Fouilly, France - (Great Uncle of Beth Diprose )
Awarded The Military Medal for bravery in the field. 2 February 1919

WW1 KVP Camera & Case

Australian soldiers taking
care of business

The Kodak Vest Pocket Camera was originally made around 1912 and it was used by soldiers in WW1 because,
unlike previous models, it could fit in their pocket and did not need a tripod or other equipment. This meant
that in addition to diaries and letters, they could also send home photos to their loved ones. It was not allowed
for soldiers to have cameras at the front as in addition to the security risks the government thought that others might see the realities of war through the photographs which could cause them to not want to sign up.
The KVP, as it was universally known, gained enough popular commercial acceptance in Australia for it to be
placed in the hands of soldiers departing Australia in 1915 for the ‘adventure of a lifetime’. Kodak immediately
jumped on the bandwagon and advertised the KVP as the Soldier’s Camera.
So this small camera, which fitted into a tunic pocket, started to record life on Australian troop ships, the Pyramids of Egypt, and then the Dardanelles; busily snapping away with a fixed focus lens and two shutter speed
available 1/50th second for full sun, and 1/25th second for dull days.

Photographs at the Western Front heavily embarrassed the British Government in the early months of the
war, with explicit images depicting the traumas of conflict appearing in home newspapers and posing a
threat to enlistment. While Australian command would have been aware of Lord Kitchener’s prohibition of
using cameras officers did not seem overly concerned that by April 25 1915 there were some 25,000 KVPs
distributed amongst the invading forces . However, it would be unrealistic to assume that Australian censorship officers would permit exposed film to be posted home. The preferred explanation being that films were
sent to Egypt with the numerous casualties which required evacuation or with more seriously wounded
men being repatriated to Australia.
Information attributed to ACT War Memorial
(Note: newsletter page 8 . Listed amongst the effects of Sgt E Diprose, was ‘camera & case.’)

Hospital Happenings

Welfare Events

A busy time over the last few months since the last
newsletter. We had a break of a couple of weeks over
the Christmas New Year period and are now back into
full swing in 2018. As part of our normal visits to Kabara in December we took along a little Christmas present to all of our regulars. Thankyou to Kathy Kershaw for making up thirty presents, which were greatly appreciated by the residents. Not many patients in
Eden during during December and January, usually
only one, sometimes two.
We also visit local hospitals such as the new Sunshine
Coast University Hospital and Noosa Hospital when
the need arises. We need to know when our members
are in hospital or are planning procedures so we can
organise someone to carry out a visit. If you know of
anyone in Hospital or going to be in the future please
let us know.
The Monday morning phone call team are back in
great form. Keeping in touch with veterans,widows
and the elderly in the community. A most valuable
service to find out about general wellbeing and letting
them know about upcoming events such Don Scott’s
epic boat trip on the Noosa river in February. By all
accounts the participants had a wonderful time.
Sadly we have had some of our residents in Kabara
and Members of our Sub Branch passing away in the
last couple of months. We were not involved in the
funerals of the Kabara residents as they were private
family affairs but two of our members, John Simmons
and Mervyn Lindenmayer had funerals locally and
were well attended by the Sub Branch members. In
their case their widows have been offered all assistance from the RSL.
Once again, please let us know of any hospitalisations
as a friendly face coming to visit is as good any treatment they may be receiving. Until next time hoping
you keep in good health.

Good things always happen in Don’s corner. So
for those Sub Branch members who haven’t experienced any of the monthly events, then you’re
missing the good times. The Christmas morning
tea in December was a fun event as you can see
from some of the photographs. Santa Don with
all his nosey questions, and all his helpers with
red noses too (we don’t know how they got their
red noses) were very entertaining. Then there was
Nick on the keyboard and not the least, some
wonderful Christmas party food. All in all it was
a good way to finish the year.

Tony Kershaw

Don Scott

We kicked off 2018 with the best event ever, a
cruise on the Noosa River. Captain Andy gave a
most interesting commentary about people and
houses and some very informative information
and history of the river. He seemed to know every
other launch operator and fisher on the river that
day. Lunch on board of sandwiches, cakes and
fruit was delicious, and whoever arranged this is
to be congratulated. The scenery along the way
‘well, we just won’t talk about that’. If you don’t
know what I mean then you really don’t know
what you’ve missed!
As this newsletter goes to print we are in the final
preparations for the Super Trivia morning tea on
Wednesday 7th March.
If you are interested in attending future functions
you’ll need to book early, in particular for the bus
trips as seating is limited.

DATE CLAIMERS:
Sub-Branch Raffles : each Thursday night after the Ode at 6pm
Monthly Meetings: 2nd Thursday each month 4pm
Book Launch World War 1: local authors Monday 23rd April 2.00pm
ANZAC Day: Wednesday 25th April see back page for details
Cooroy Fusion: Saturday 12th May
Service Widows Lunch: Saturday 16th June

What does the RSL
sub-branch do?
Many of our community would not be aware of the
support the local RSL sub-branch gives to the community and what its activities are.
Besides organising ANZAC Day, Remembrance
Day, Vietnam Day, and other special days their involvement includes:
A welfare group that monitors all members and families which includes a transport team that takes members, and widows and families for medical, dental,
and other appointments, shopping and other needs.
Total distance travelled in 2017 was 31,975km, driver hours 1182, and passengers carried 1304.
A team that visits hospitals , aged care and rehabilitation facilities, and private homes to offer assistance
where needed. Total people seen in 2017 was 680,
and 40 weekly phone calls.

A team of women who monitor and care for exservicemen's widows and families .
Annually the sub-branch donates a total of $5000 to
many local emergency organisations.

TRANSPORT TOPICS
Greetings fellow members,
The transport team started work on the 08/01/18 and
at the end of February had travelled 4613 kilometres
carried 233 passengers and logged 261 driver hours on
our normal range of duties, plus the transporting of 20
widows and members on Don Scott’s bimonthly outing,
this time it was a boat trip on the Noosa river and its
canals.
On a sadder note this period also saw the passing away
of John Simmons one of the main architects in obtaining our vehicles for our work in the Cooroy community,
his work and commitment will be sadly missed by everyone.
The transport team needs a couple more people to volunteer as drivers for the future as our workload is increasing the only requirements are to be under 75
years old, current drivers licence and being able to pass
the medical requirements all expences will be paid for
by the sub branch.
All interested parties contact Denis Thompson via the
club.
Cheers from all the team,
Denis Thompson
Transport Co Ordinator.

All ex-servicemen, women, and those presently serving are invited to join your local RSL sub-branch and
be part of their very worthy cause.
All you need to do is call into your RSL Club in Maple Street Cooroy.

Membership Report:
As you can see I have been busy during the last
month or so. The above article appeared in the
Cooroy Rag 28 February 2018, with the hope that it
may encourage ex-service personnel in the community to join / re-join our sub-branch.
Greg Holmes: Membership Officer

Answers to Trivia Questions:

#1: Cape Byron NSW
Greg’s quote for this newsletter:
Winston Churchill said,
“You will never reach your destination if you stop
and throw stones at every dog that barks.”

#2: True #3: Clydesdales

ANZAC DAY 2018
Schedule of Events
Wednesday 25 April
Dawn Service
4.45am for 5.00am start
At the Cenotaph, Diamond St Cooroy

Gunfire Breakfast 6.00am at Cooroy RSL
March 10.30am
Form up at 10.15am in Pearl Lane
Step off at 10.30am
Via Elm St, Cooroy Noosa Rd, Kauri St, Diamond St & break off.

Memorial Service 11.00am
At the Memorial Triangle (Cenotaph) Diamond Street
Refreshments available at RSL after the Service

RSL Club closes at 6.00pm

LEST WE FORGET

